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Ot 6e3bICX0AHOCTH fi Corfacusiach Ha JOMKHOCTb 3aMeLLatoLLero yunTena nateliHu B HaumoHanbHoi wrone bysHoc-
Alpeca, anNUTHOM LUKOMe, FAe YYeHWKOB roTOBAT K MOCTYMN/IEHWIO B KoniieaX. A HUKoraa He noaymana 6bl, uto 6yay
npenoaaBaTb NaTblHb B CTAPLUMX Kraccax, XoTa y MeHd Bblna Hy)HaaA noAroToeka. YTo kacaeTcA 3aMeLleHns, To MHe
He 06BbACHUNHK, OblN N YUUTENb, AOMMKHOCTL KOTOPOrO A 3aHUMato, BoNeH, yMep UK YBOMNWUIICA; €ro OTCyTCTBUE
6orbLue Noxoanso Ha nepeasilky. OaHaKo BbINo OLLyLeHWe, YTO Ha nay3y NOCTaBMIIM BCHO LUKONY. YT0-TO
BbICOCAN0 BO3AyX M3 3TOr0 MecTa: CTYZAEHThl He Abllani Ha LKOSbHbLIX MEPONpUATUAX, B YUYUTENBCKOW BUCENU
OrpPOMHbIE NOPTPETHI BbIAAIOLMXCA PEKTOPOB, BAOOABOK — rraHTcKoe n3obpaxeHue Mopckux Gatanuin. KomHara
Oblnia TEMHOM, KaK 1 ABOpSI, U Besae A ByATo uyBcTBOBaNa HeoJoOpuTenbHbIe B3rNAAbl, HanpaBneHHbIe B MO
CTOPOHY.

BesycnoBHo, cyliecTBoBana coBpeMeHHaa MeToAunKa npenoaaBaHna natbiHU, HO 9TO MECTO YAEPXUBAIO MEHSA OT
MOCTPOEHUA KaKUX-TO MNaHoB. A BXxoauna TyZa B y)Kace M CHOBa ycrnoKavBasach, TONbKO KOra oKasblBasiachb XoTA
Obl B IBYX KBapTanax oTryaa. A yyBcTBoBana, 4to Aenaro BCE HenpaBUIbHO; MO cTpax Obis1 6YATO MBOTHBLIM, U
ucnbiTeliBana obneryeHye NPoOcTo OT TOro, YTO MEHA He NOBUMN 1 He 3anepru.

Ora WwKona Bceraa 6bina MecToM, 0TKyAa NOTOM BbIXOAWUMHU OHbIE NMUAEPI, AUCCUAEHTbLI U UCTOPUM YCrexa, HO B
TpUMHaAUaTb-YeTbipHaALaTh NeT 9TUX AeTel HakasbliBanu 3a Ntobyto Menoyb; OXpaHHKK, KOTOpLIX, roBopAT, padoTan
B MOSULMK, HE paspeLlan UM BbliTY B TyarneT BO BpeMA 3aHATUI, 6e3 Kaknx-nnbo UCKITHOUeHUI. M BOT B Takux
yCroBuAX MHe npuxoaunock paboTatk v npenoaaBatk natbiHb. [PeanoXeHWs, KOTOPLIE MOU YYEHWUKU NEPEBOANIIH,
BbIFNAAENN TaK:

Pa6 roToBMT y)XXUH M3 XXapeHOoro yrps Ans FOCMOXM.

Cobaka AomKHa cnylwaTbca CBOEro X03A1Ha, AeTU — POAUTENEN.

FOHas neaw, HaaeHbTe ronybyto TOry B YecTb Hallen BOruHu.

Lle3apb co cBoel apmuei npoaBUraeTca Ha COPOK NATb NapacaHros.

«lMapacaHr» 310 BoobLLe cKonbKo? Koro A Morna cnpocuTb?

KOHan neau, Bbl JOMKHBI NOMIOXMTL LBETHI HA anTapb 6OrMHM U KMHOBapb Ha anTapb AHyca.

UTo MOXeT BbiTb «KMHOBapPbto»? CTyAEHTbI JOHUMANU MEHS C BOMPOCaMM, HO Ha CaMOM Ziefie HU A, HU OHU He
XOTENM 3Toro 3HaThb. A Obl BbILLIA U3 LLUKOSbI, BbICTABUB cebA Aypoi 1 BCE eLUé He 3Has 3Toro, U ecnu Bbl MeHsA —
0XXMAaeMo — Hakasasu, To A, Mo KpahHel Mepe, 3Hana Obl, noYemy. TEeKCTbl OblIM HanUcaHbl TAKUM CTPOTUM W
YKECTOKUM A3LIKOM; 3TO BCeraa Obin npukas, TpeboBaHue, xepTBa Kakor-H1byab 6orvHe. Ho Gonblue Bcero A
HeHaBuaena oTPbIBOK APpHUM, MaTPOHbI, KOTopaa ¢ HosbLIOK YOexAeHHOCTLIO paccKasbiBana cBoemMy 60nbHOMY
MYy B OZHOW KOMHATe, YTO MX CbiH, YMEPLUMUI B COCeaHew, nonpaBnaeTca U Aaxe NoTHO noes.

MocKonbKy YPOK NaTUHCKOro Bbin ¢ 0AMHHAAUATM [0 Yacy, A XoTena paspaauTb atMocdepy, Ha BTOPOM Yacy
pacckasbiBas MPo PUMCKYH Ky/1bTypy U ONUCBIBAA, YTO €M PUMIIAHE.

MHe Bceraa Kasanocb CTpaHHbIM B PUMCKOM KyXHe, 4TO OAHO CYLLECTBO rOTOBUSIOCE BHYTPK Apyroro. Hanpumep,
BHYTPU CBUHbM Bbl HAMAETE ryca, B ryce — LbIN/IEHOK, U BCé 3TO CMasaHo MEJOM, KaK Kneem, yaepKuBatoLLum BCé
3TO BMeCTe.

A rosopuna yueHukam: «Kaxk nHTepecHo!»
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M oHun otBevanu: «OtBpaTUTEnbHO! MoveMy Bbl pacckasbiBaeTe Ham 3T0 — M NPAMO nepea o6eaom!»

A Takke pacckasana um, 4to B [lpeBHem Pume ntoam BoiBpackiBaniv BCE Ha YNULbl, MOYUIUCL TaM W BCE B TaKOM
poZe. YPOK Bbl3Bas TAKOW aXMOTaX, YTO 1 HE Morfa ¢ 3TUM crnpaBuTbcH. MeHnA cnac 3BOHOK, HO OXPaHHMK, KOTOPbI
13 NONMLMK, BCE paBHO BOLLEN U yCTaBUiICA Ha MeHA. A cbexana B kage, KOTopoe HaxoAnT0Cb NPUMEPHO B NATH
KBapTanax U KoTopoe He Bblfo YacTbio Moero 06bIYHOro MapLUpyTa; A 6poania BOKPYT, Kak MOTePABLLMIACA LLIEHOK.
Koraa A cena, kage nokasasnocb MHe TakuM yAUBWUTENbHBLIM, yriuua ctana 6yaTo ceaTUnuLLemM, a oduLmuaHT —
NPUHLEM.

The Preparatory School
By Hebe Uhart
August 31, 2023

Driven by necessity, | accepted a position as a substitute Latin teacher at the National School of Buenos Aires, an
élite preparatory school. I'd never thought that | would teach high-school Latin, although | was equipped to do so. As
for the substitution: they didn’t explain if the teacher | was stepping in for was sick or had died or been fired; his
absence sounded more like a time-out. It was not only time that seemed frozen; the school did, too. Something had
sucked the air out of that place: at school functions, students did not breathe, and the teachers’ lounge featured
enormous portraits of illustrious rectors, plus a gigantic one of a major naval battle. The teachers’ lounge was dark, as
were the courtyards, and in those places | would sense disapproving looks aimed in my direction.

There was surely a modern methodology for teaching Latin, but that place prevented me from making any plans. |
would go in terrified and feel calm again only once | was at least two blocks away. | felt that everything | did was
wrong; my fear was a kind of animal fear, and | was just relieved that they didn’t beat me or lock me inside.

The school has always been a nest for fledgling leaders, dissidents, and success stories, but, at thirteen and fourteen
years old, those kids were punished for any little thing; a security guard, who was said to work for the police, did not
allow them to go to the bathroom during classroom hours, no exceptions. Those were the conditions | had to work in,
and teaching Latin no less. The sentences my students translated went like this:

The slave prepares a dinner of roasted eel for the lady.
The dog must be obedient to his owner, the child to his parents.
Young lady, put on the light-blue toga to honor our goddess.
Caesar advances forty-five parasangs with his Army.
How far is a “parasang”? Whom could | ask?
Young lady, you must put flowers on the goddess’s altar and cinnabar on Janus’.

What might “cinnabar” be? The students were going to fuck with me by asking, but neither | nor they actually wanted
to know. Having made a fool of myself, | would leave the school still not knowing such things, and if, as | expected,
some punishment were to be inflicted upon me, at least | would know the reason. The texts used such restrictive and
cruel language; it was always an order, a demand, an altar for some goddess. But the passage | hated most was the
one by Arria, the matron who, with great conviction, told her sick husband in one room that their son, who had died in
another, was getting better and had eaten a hearty meal.

Since | taught Latin class from 11 A.M. to 1 P.M., | would lighten the mood by teaching Roman culture in the second
hour and describing what the Romans ate.

One thing | always found odd about Roman cuisine was that one creature was cooked inside another. For example,
you might find a goose inside a pig, and, inside the goose, a little chicken, all of this smeared in honey, the glue that
kept it together.

| would say to my students, “How interesting!”
And they would reply, “Disgusting! Why are you telling us this—and right at noon!”

| also taught them that, in ancient Rome, people would toss everything in the streets—piss and all the rest. The
lesson generated such an uproar that | wasn’t able to contain it. | was saved by the bell, but the security guard who
was with the police still came in and stared at me. | fled to a café that was about five blocks away and not on my
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regular route; | wandered around like a lost puppy. When | sat down, the café seemed extraordinary to me, the street
like a sanctuary, and the waiter a prince.
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